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VA Ends Vietnam Blue Water Legal Battle 
 
VA could soon grant the Vietnam War’s so-called “blue water” veterans disability benefits for having diseases linked 
to Agent Orange after years of denying service-connected disability claims.  
 
VA Secretary Robert Wilkie told Congress in March that his department will not contest a January federal court ruling 
that VA can no longer deny disability benefits to blue water Navy veterans who claim exposure to Agent Orange 
caused their illnesses.  As of press time, the Department of Justice had until April 29 to appeal the case.  
 
“The VFW salutes Secretary Wilkie for his support to moved forward and take care of this group of forgotten Vietnam 
veterans,” said VFW Commander-in-Chief B.J. Lawrence.  “We also support his recommendation that some type of 
historical research division be created within the Department of the Navy to ensure that all such ships are fully ac-
counted for in the VA’s list of exposed ships.”  
 
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit in Washington, D.C., sided with Vietnam War Navy veteran Alfred 
Procopio Jr.  The life member of VFW Post 6587 in Spring Lake Park, Minn. was assigned to the USS Intrepid in 
1966.  The aircraft carrier was inside Vietnam’s territorial waters, and Procopio claims he handled Agent Orange 
aboard the ship.  VA denied Procopio’s disability benefits when he claimed that his exposure to Agent Orange caused 
disabilities and prostate cancer, according to case documents.  
 
“We need to get this done to reinforce to tens of thousands of Vietnam vet-
erans that our nation is willing to provide them with the care and benefits 
they have earned and deserve,” Lawrence said.  “We urge Congress to 
pass H.R. 299, the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 2019.  
 
Blue water Vietnam War veterans who received notice of action on their 
claims should contact a VFW-accredited service officer.  Find one at https://
www.vfw.org/nvs.  
 
Article appeared in VFW Magazine, June/July 2019 

THREE ILLNESSES CONSIDERED 
FOR THE AGENT ORANGE LIST 

 
More diseases associated with Agent 
Orange exposure could be added to 
the VA presumptive diseases list soon.  
 
During Congressional testimony in 
March, Richard Stone, executive in 
charge of the Veterans Health Admin-
istration, said a decision on three ill-
nesses potentially connected to Agent 
Orange exposure are likely to be an-
nounced in the next few months.  
 
The 14 presumptive diseases on the 
list are: 

• Chronic B-cell Leukemia 

• Hodgkin’s Disease 

• Multiple Myeloma 

• Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma 

• Prostate Cancer 

• Respiratory Cancers 

• Soft Tissue Sarcomas 

• AL Amyloidosis 

• Chloracne 

• Diabetes Mellitus Type 

• Ischemic Heart Disease 

• Parkinson’s Disease 

• Peripheral Neuropathy 

• Porphyra Cutanea Tarda 
 
It took this country far too long to come 
to terms with Agent Orange, “Brown 
said.  
 
Stone said the recommendation will go 
to VA Secretary Robert Willkie for final 
approval. 

https://www.vfw.org/nvs
https://www.vfw.org/nvs


STABRON-20 
By 

Phil G. Garn 
 
 
Greatly impressed by the performance and air portability of the Light Seal Support 
Craft (LSSC) and the SEAL Team Attack Boat Group of BSU-1, Admiral Elmo 
Zumwalt, Commander of Forces in Vietnam initiated the Strike Assault Boat Pro-
gram for Operation Game Warden. This was envisioned as an improved gunboat 
version of the LSSC, which could be transported by heavy lift helicopter into any 
waterway in South East Asia to achieve local superiority. A contract was drawn up 
with the Grafton Boatworks in Grafton, Illinois to produce twenty-two faster, more 
heavily armored versions of the LSSC, which would be called the Strike Assault 
Boat or STAB. The craft had different high performance Chevrolet 427 engines with 
outdrives as opposed to Fords with Jacuzzi jets so was much faster and two feet 
longer than the LSSC. The STAB also had ceramic armor, self-sealing fuel tanks 
and flack blankets for improved crew protection. The crew was to consist of four 
men who would drive and man weapons versus the two-man crew of the LSSC 
supplemented by SEALs manning the boat’s weapons and using their own firepow-
er. While crews for the new STAB Squadron or STABRON would come from the 
fleetlike Boat Support Unit (BSU) personnel, they would not be part of the Naval 
Operations Support Group (now Naval Special Warfare Command) but a one of a kind unit with a short but proud 
history in the waters of Vietnam and Cambodia. 
 
As Grafton was building the boats, the Bureau of Personnel assembled a team. Then LCDR Kirk Ferguson was se-
lected as the Commanding Officer (CO) with four young operational officers and two maintenance officers in 1969. 
Crewmen were drawn from the fleet, and all were sent through training at the Naval Inshore Operations Training 
Center (NIOTC) in Vallejo, California, but not all at once. Jim Pitts recalled that there were four sections of officers 

and men STABS 1, 2, 3 and 4 who 
went through NIOTC in separate 
groups. Additionally, while all men at-
tended Survival Evasion Resistance 
and Escape (SERE) School some were 
sent to North Island/Warner Springs 
while others were sent to Whidbey Is-
land. Elite units were often broken up 
for SERE training, because a group of 
SEALs had been sent to SERE school 
and had captured the instructors and 
taken over the prison camp. STAB’s 2 
was sent to BSU-1 in Coronado where 
the STAB boats went through sea trials 
and the stringers were found only to be 
tac-welded to the aluminum hull, so the 

crews had to take off the radars, remove 
the fuel tanks and engines so welders 
could repair the incomplete welds, then 
they had to re-assemble their boats. 
Later, the STABRON was divided into 

two divisions in Vietnam, STABRON 201 and STABRON 202, and worked in different operational areas, so as Jim 
Pitts explained that two men in the squadron might have very different experiences from training through deploy-
ment. Don Mirkovich recalled that due to a flood at the Grafton Boatworks, delivery of the STAB boats was signifi-
cantly delayed, and his STABS training class only had two boats for the last few weeks of training, so most of their 
training was done on Patrol Boat River (PBR’s) by experienced PBR sailors. When STABS 4 completed their train-
ing, three STABs were sent to Vietnam to join the seventeen boats sent by Landing Ship Dock (LSD) and the last 
two were retained at NIOTC for training. STABRON 20 got the name because there were twenty boats assigned to 
the in-country squadron. 
 
While most STABRON men like Mr. Mirkovich flew to Vietnam, others like Mr. Pitts sailed on the LSD USS Tioga 
County providing security for the 17 STABs and 10 Medium Seal Support Craft (MSSC) arriving in January 1970. 
Once in Vietnam, the outdrives had to be re-attached before sailing up the river to their first base at the USS Be-
newah APB-35 (a barracks ship). Mr. Mirkovich recalled accommodations were very Spartan, but much more com-
fortable than living on their 26 foot boats. In addition to messing and berthing as well as machine shops and repair  

STABRON 20 Patch 

Fastest boat on the river! STAB at speed. Note how much higher she 
rides pushed by the outdrives. Both Mr. Mirkovich and Mr. Pitts con-

firmed the drag racing stories. They would let the other boats get 
ahead, then blast off. (WARBOATS) 
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facilities, there was a small bar on a barge moored 
next to the Benewah, where Mr. Mirkovich said you 
could drink “within a prescribed quota.” Later re-
placements found these quarters very primitive, 
compared to their previous plush barracks and 
ship’s quarters. Later STAB operational elements 
would move up river to outpost barges. The men 
improved these barges with canopies, racks and 
cooking facilities. The simple hot meals, such as 
burgers, bacon and eggs, macaroni and cheese 
and hot turkey sandwiches were a great improve-
ment over the cold C-rations they ate on patrols. 
Also the further away from the Benewah, the more 
they relied on the Army and Marines for support 
and taskings as opposed to Navy command and 
control or support. At one of the outposts, the Army 
brought up supplies on a landing craft but told Mr. 
Mirkovich there would be no “gedunk for you.” 
When the same Army guys asked for the STAB 
men to take them back down river at 45 knots versus 
5 knots on the Mike boat, he replied, “no rides for 
you.” Gedunk came up for the STAB men on the 
next supply run, and they enjoyed swift rides down 
river from that time on. 
 
In combat, the most troublesome part of the STAB boat was the complicated outdrive, which often required as much 
maintenance as the high performance gasoline engines. Spare parts were also a problem as well as the gasoline 
engines, which were not in the supply system and had to essentially be open purchased and sent to Vietnam. Sur-
prisingly, the outdrives were not damaged as much as you would think in the shallow debris strewn waters of South-
east Asia. Mr. Pitts related an issue in the open water at BSU-1 at NAB Coronado when a boat hit a deadhead 
which knocked one of the outdrives off one of the engines. Good enginemen, could completely teardown and rebuild 
an engine in about a day. The boats were relatively light, and Mr. Pitts said a crew could usually rock a boat off a 

sandbar. In one instance, his coxswain saw the 
lead boat kicking up mud, so he slowed their boat 
down and once off step, the boat grounded. They 
were able to rock her off the sandbar and resume 
the patrol. There was a tremendous amount of 
pride among the crews, and you will often see the 
boats’ weapons covered in photos when not in ac-
tion. The crews were also very resourceful. The 
MK-20 grenade launcher was at first very trouble-
some and would only fire a few rounds before jam-
ming. The squadron’s gunners mates tore down 
the weapons and de-burred them literally hand 
tuning the actions. After that, they fired smoothly. 
The weapons suite on most boats was tailored to 
the individual boat crew. In addition to the standard 
armament of four 7.62 mm M-60 light machine 
guns and a MK-20 grenade launcher, some crews 
would add one or two .50 cal HMGs or modify the 
M-60 mounts to take two guns. Mr. Pitts preferred 

the single M-60 mount. The crews carried a variety 
of .38 and .357 magnum revolvers or .45 cal auto-
matics, M-16’s, shot guns, M-79 grenade launchers, 
hand grenades, smoke grenades, flairs and Clay-
more mines. Some crewmen would carry Thompson 

or M-3 .45 cal sub machine guns, AK-47s and lightweight anti armor (LAAW) rockets. The men would also use Star-
light night vision scopes, which were very new technology at the time. 
 
Mr. Mirkovich explained that their initial missions were similar to PBR missions: checking sampans and other traffic 
during the day, then at night serving as waterborne guard posts, conducting river reconnaissance, medical evacua-
tions, and when they had sufficient intelligence setting up ambushes. They would also use large portions of the 
squadron on missions, but later used smaller elements, particularly when the unit divided into two operating  
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STAB crewmen at NIOTC. Note all types of Riverene craft 
in the background used for training. Jack Padgett photo 

courtesy of WARBOATS 

STABS in country note weapons are covered and PBR’s 
in the background. Elice Luckett  
photo courtesy of WARBOATS. 
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divisions, STABRON 201 and 202 on July 5, 1970. STABRON 201 led by Lt Gorman with Ltjg. Al Carpien 
based in Dong Tam patrolled a canal called “Route 66” or “Rocket Allley.” STABRON 202 under command of LT 
Lawrence “Pete” Barnes with Ltjg Don Mirkovich as XO patrolled the Rung Sat Special zone based in Nah Be. 
Commander Ferguson was given a list of potential call signs for the unit and selected “Racing Danger” for the 
unit. Mr. Pitts boat 7019’s call sign was “Racing Danger 19” and when promoted to boat captain of the 7011 his 
call sign was “Racing Danger 11.” The officers and men were generally in rotations of three nights on and two 
nights off, but sometimes crews would have to go right back out as soon as one mission was completed. During 
the deployment in Vietnam, Chiefs and then First Class Petty Officers qualified as Patrol Officers, no officers 
were added to the initial cadre of seven. They also conducted insertions of a variety of personnel including US 
Navy SEALS, LDNN (Vietnamese SEALs), Australians (Special Air Service), Regular Vietnamese Army 
(ARVN), Vietnamese Marines, US Marines and Army Special Forces when MST resources were not available. 
While in Mr. Mirkovich’s operating area, their insertions and extractions were quite. Mr. Pitts said on a couple of 
occasions his element had a couple of hot extracts but most occurred without incident. The STAB boats were so 
quiet that you could hear the waves lapping against the hull and riverbanks as they moved in the narrow water-
ways but not the engines. Boat officers had to be careful with mission planning because there was as much as 
a 12 foot tidal range in some of their operational areas. 
 

 
 
Mr. Mirkovich said the men admired the SEALs and a few men started dressing like SEALs on riverbank am-
bushes. He had to remind them to stay within the perimeters they set with Claymore mines and sensors, be-
cause they were not trained for inland patrolling like the SEALs. On one occasion a very hard charging Chief 
Petty Officer not only dressed in black pajamas with an AK-47, but went far outside of their perimeter by himself 
and ran into a VC patrol, that was the last 
operation the Chief went on. 

You don’t need Radar to see the 
banks. “Racing Danger 19” and 
crew.  
Bennie Bryan Photo courtesy of 
WARBOATS. 

“STAB with a guardian angel!” 
STAB boat on the Mekong River 
with a Seawolf from HAL-3 flying 
overhead, not a drag race. This 
was actually a color photo but the 
dark monsoon season makes it 
take on a black and white appear-
ance. Dan Kurant picture courte-
sy of WARBOATS. 
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More unusual missions included a sanctioned incursion of a flotilla of PBR’s, Heavies (River Monitors and land-
ing craft) and ten STABs into Cambodia in May of 1970. Mr.Pitts said during this mission not a shot was fired. 
However, Mr. Mirkovich said when patrolling with PBRs, the STABs would typically lead the patrols, but some-
times the PBRs would take fire. The firefights were very violent but so short that by the time the STABs got back 
to the ambush site, the action was over. Both Mr. Mirkovich and Mr. Pitts were involved with inserting special 
forces including SEAL Team 2 and Army Special Forces clandestinely into Cambodia when Boat Support Unit’s 
Mobile Support Team crews were not available. On another occasion, they inserted SEALs who where looking 
for American POWs, the SEALs found evidence of the POWs but no men. As the units moved further up river 
and away from Naval command, they relied more on the Army and Marines for supplies and taskings. In one 
instance, a Marine Colonel approached Mr. Mirkovich at an officers club to use two STAB boats on a strike for a 
“sting” operation. Mr. Mirkovich said, “What do the crews  and I get out of it?” The Colonel replied, “How about 
R&R orders to Sidney (Australia) for you and your men?” Mr. Mirkovich said that would be great,and the Colonel 
said he would sign off on the R&R orders after the mission. Mr.Mirkovich said they would not go without orders 
in hand. The orders were cut, the Colonel gave the men a briefing and Mr. Mirkovich did a flyover, with many 
feints so as to familiarize himself with the new area and not tip off the enemy. Flyovers in helicopters were a 
SOP for patrol officers to familiarize themselves with new operational areas. They began the night operation but 
began taking significant fire from Marine helicopter gunships. He and his men waived flashlights and got away 
from the riverbank, signaling the helicopters to stop shooting. Fortunately, they got out of the area without any 
casualties. The Colonel told him the mission was “Top Secret” and the Cobras had not been briefed, but they 
would be going out the next night and things would run more smoothly. Mr. Mirkovich told the Colonel that 
would not be possible because he and the crew were going to Sidney. Following the unit’s SOPs, they avoided 
using the same route twice on the same mission or in succession. 

STABS in operation taken from a Sea-
wolf gunship from HAL-3 (Helicopter 
Attack Squadron Light-Three). Again 
note how narrow the waterways are. 
Bennie Bryan photo courtesy of 
WARBOATS. 

STABS in country (Photo courtesy 
of WARBOATS) 
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The STAB men quickly became aware of Viet Cong tactics and usually recognized their tricks, getting out of 
harm’s way, but not always. Some of the biggest tip offs that the Viet Cong were in the area were a lack of mili-
tary aged men or all of the livestock were secured in a village. The VC would also use a single lantern to mark 
their enemy’s presence or a series of lanterns to point out the boats position on the riverbank either to avoid the 
STAB ambush or to target the STAB men. The VC would also use children as scouts. Here is an example from 
Mr. Mirkovich‘s combat journal backed up by the official report about a 16 year old girl who was literally shot in 
the butt: 

 
June 25-26, 1970:…2330 PDR 4 CLICKS EAST SHOT AT MOVEMENT ONSOUTHBANK 
BETW HUTCHES. 2345 PBR TOOK SAMPAN WITHWOUNDED PERSON TO K QUAN HY 
0445 UNDERWAY. 0500 ALONGSID AMMY. 1630 BRIEF/ PERSON SHOT BY PBR L1 
WAS A 16 year old GIRL WORKING FOR THE V.C. SPOTTING BOAT POSITIONS.,… 

Entry from Don Mirkovich’s 
combat journal note entry for 
the action with the 16 year old 
VC scout (Journal courtesy of 
Don Mirkovich)  
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It was also very confusing area of operations as many groups in the area were heavily armed and not just the ARVN, 
VC and NVA but also the Popular Force (Villagers who dressed in black pajama type clothing and were heavily 
armed by the South Vietnamese government to defend their villages). Mr. Mirkovich recalled one incident when they 
got into a firefight and broke contact but were ordered back into a village to recover a Popular Force man who had 
been wounded. He was very suspicious of the man and asked a fellow crewman to find out from the doctors what 
caused the “Popular Force” man’s wounds. The enlisted man reported it was from their (US) rounds. Mr.  
 
 
 

 
Pitts related this story from his area of operations: Every time they passed a particular pagoda on the Grand Canal 

they would take heavy fire. Some men rigged the pagoda and took care of the 
problem. Mr. Mirkovich also related another relevant story: Mr. Mirkovich and his 
boats were set up on the riverbank among friendly hootches and they saw about 
ten men with weapons that they believed were Popular Force. Mr. Mirkovich who 
spoke limited Vietnamese invited them over to their position, where his men gave 
them food and cigarettes. As he was talking with these men, he got an unsettling 
feeling that something was wrong. These men did not seem at all comfortable with 
the Americans. When they left they were about 50-60 yards from the STAB posi-
tion then they all dropped to the ground and started firing at the STABRON men, 
who of course returned small arms fire as they retreated to the STAB boat below 
the birm. The crew said, “Let’s go get em,” while Mr. Mirkovich cautioned, “Stay in 
the boat.” He suspected they might have been able to get three or four of the ene-
my but would probably sustained more casualties in a pursuit, which was not their 
mission. They were most likely the suspected VC provided by Intel for their as-
signed ambush site. The rules of engagement were also very complicated and un-
realistic considering the situation as outlined above. They had to get permission 
from Naval support on USS Benewah APB-35, who had to clear the proposed ac-
tion with Vietnamese and the Army outpost before the patrol would be able to re-
ceive permission to 
fire. In one instance 
on April 4, 1970, 
one of the STAB 
boats was in contact 
with the enemy and 
requested permis-
sion to fire, but 

Command gave instruction to get closer to the contact 
and check ID’s. At that point, the enemy fired a B-40 
(rocket propelled grenade [RPG]), which killed three of 
the men, EN3 Edward J. Baker, USN, GMG3 George 
R. Crabtree, USN, and FN Joseph D. Johns, USN, 
and wounded the boat captain. The boat captain re-
turned fire and got the boat back to home base. This 
was the biggest loss the Squadron took during their 

 
The interior of “Racing Danger 14” 
after a firefight on the Grand Canal. 
Note single and twinned M-60D’s as 
well as a single M-60 and M-16. See 
how the bluing has discolored from 
the heat of firing a lot of rounds as 
well as C-Ration cans used as am-
munition guides on the M-60s. Also 
see the extra 40mm grenade rounds 
for MK-20 and plenty more rounds 
of 7.62mm read to fire. Dan Kurant 
Photo courtesy of WARBOATS 

Don Mirkovich with plank 
he carved in Vietnam 
commemorating his three 
fallen comrades. 

Detail of Mr. Mirkoviches plaque. Note the faces of 
the three fallen comrades are covered.  
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entire deployment and caused the men to remove the LN-66 radar dome antennas from their boats. As both Mr. 
Pitts and Mr. Merkovich said, you could usually see both of the banks during operations, the Radar dome made a 
bigger target and caused more casualties when hit, spraying fragments inside the boat. Mr. Mirkovich said the 
ROE were very un-realistic, having to check ID’s or fire warning shots. Mr. Mirkovich said he would move his boats 
from their assigned positions, if he and his men detected a situation that would put them in extreme risk due to 
poor concealment, then notify his superiors of the alternative position. In one instance, an Army Major told him to 
get his boat back to its assigned position. Mr. Mirkovich said he radioed his new position and explained his action 
to the Major upon his return to base. Mr. Mirkovich elaborated as they became more experienced; the unit became 
much more conservative and defensive. 
 
Though the most experienced crews usually received the most dangerous missions, there was almost a competi-
tion among to boat crews to be included on operations, especially the more dangerous ones. There was a very 
tight camaraderie among the men as illustrated by these stories from Mr. Mirkovich: 
 
The STABRON men wanted to go to a village for some R&R. Mr. Mirkovich asked the CO if he could go to the vil-
lage and get scrambler cards for their radio. The CO said sure, take two boats. Mr. Mirkovich took two boats with 
about 10 guys in each boat. He was try-
ing to round up the guys to go back to 
base, but he was wearing a t-shirt, cam-
ouflage pants, tennis shoes and no hat. 
Two Marine MP’s told him he was out of 
uniform, and they were taking him to the 
stockade. His 1st Class was wearing full 
jungle uniform and a Black Beret and told 
the MP’s, “If you don’t release him, you 
will both be out of uniform.” 
 
Mr. Pitts also related, there was no 
standard uniform and men wore camou-
flage fatigues (including Tiger striped 
patterns in Mr. Pitts AO, while in Mr. 
Mirkovichs area of operations they wore 
the ERDL pattern), tennis shoes and 
shorts. Mr. Mirkovich said when they 
went ashore, he would go to the enlisted 
clubs (E-Clubs) as the O-Clubs (Officer’s 
Clubs) were not much, but the enlisted 
clubs had bands, good food and some-
thing was always happening. One time 
when he did go to the O-Club, one of his 
men asked him to go to swing over to the 
E-Club. The sailor explained on the way 
that the bartender was having an arm 
wrestling competition and “the guys” 
thought Mr. Mirkovich could beat the bartender. [Even today, Mr. Mirkovich could beat most guys arm wrestling, 
having grown up on a fishing boat hauling lines and continuing to fish for many years after the war.] Mr. Mirkovich 
said ok, but he wanted to take a look at the bar tender’s style before he challenged him. The men complied, then 
he went up and challenged the bartender. Mr. Mirkovich noticed that instead of rallying behind their officer, his 
guys were hovering around the door, as though they were ready to bolt if he lost. He beat the  bartender, but the 
bartender said it was a fluke and said, “Best 2 out of 3.” Mr. Mirkovich said, “Ok.” Then he beat him again. It was 
after his second victory that his guys told him, they had run up a $2,000 bar tab ($13,000 in 2018 dollars) and bet 
the bartender double or nothing their “man” could beat the bartender. Mr. Mirkovich asked, “What if I lost?” Their 
response was, “We were ready to bolt; and besides, you’re an officer, you can afford it.” 
 
Mr. Mirkovich and one of his enlisted men got a jeep ride with an Army Major back to base during a rainstorm. An 
Army Captain ran up to the moving jeep told the two Navy men to get out as “Rank has its privileges.” Mr. Mirko-
vich said, “Not here it doesn’t,” and they drove away with the Captain standing in the rain. 
 
Mr. Mirkovich said everyone in the squadron depended on each other for survival,so there was a great trust and 
connection between these STAB sailors like no other. Mr. Pitt echoed this, and they were all extremely loyal to 
Commander Ferguson, who was described as the right man at the right time. In this time of the Accelerated Turn 
Over Program or Vietnamization (1969-1970), where equipment of all types was being turned over to the South 

“Racing Danger 11”  (Jack Padgett, Merritt Crane, Dennis 
Kelly and Dan Kurant- is boat captain Jim Pitts driving?) at 
speed in the Mekong Delta. Ken Burkettphoto courtesy of 
WARBOATS 
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Vietnamese, the STABRON men brought all of the STAB boats 
home to the US, before they left the service or were posted to other 
duty stations in the fleet and ashore. Both Mr. Pitts and Mr. Mirko-
vich said though they were told repeatedly that they would be lifted 
by helicopters into hot spots in Vietnam during training, they never 
were in action. When the  last of the squadron left on October 23, 
1970, they had completed over 2,400 sorties for operation Barrier 
Reef including 31 firefights accounting for 43 enemies killed in ac-
tion for a loss of 4 STABRON 20 men. 
 
Their camaraderie continues to this day where about number of the 
STABRON 20 men keep in touch and will meet at the Task Force 
116 reunions around the country on even years and on odd years 
meet in Tennessee for just them. 
 
Special Thanks to Don Mirkovich, Jim Pitts, Denny Brown, Bill Moreo, Terry Knott, Bill Mount, Kirk Ferguson, John 
Jadwinsky, the late Robert “Bob” Stoner and of course Jim Gray and WARBOATS preparing this article. 
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In 1968 Naval Special Warfare Group Vietnam authorized the Tactical 
concept of Helo Lifting NSW Combatant craft. The mission concepts were: 
 
SEAL support insertion and extraction by boat but extending its range by 
being flown into the A.O. where the V.C. would not expect US Forces. 
NSW forces could conduct: 
 
 Reconnaissance 
 Ambush in unexpected areas 
 Establish Choke Points 
 Quick reaction to an A.O. incident 
 Providing longer range to the riverine escape and evasion  
 network 

 
The concept came about studying 1966 SEAL 
Team Two use of helo lifting a STAB (Seal team 
attack boat) and inserting and extracting the 
SEALS and Boat. The concept was dropped liter-
ally when the STAB spun violently and broke its 
slings and fell into the base parking lot destroying 
a car. 
 
As Vietnam’s riverine warfare progressed in 1968 
the mission concepts had merit and MST-2 was ordered to test the con-
cept again. The first attempt lifting a LSSC by a CH-47 army helo was 
successful and the procedure was refined. A second helo lift test using a 
LSSC was held and again was successful. 
 
By now this had the attention of COM-
NAVFORV Admiral Zumwalt, who was 
calling the concept STRIKE ASSUALT 
ops. 
 
There was a third and long-range test. At 
high altitude and high speed, the LSSC 

slings broke and the craft fell several thousand feet into the Delta. 
Again, the concept was dropped.  Literally! 

 
The mission concept remained 
sound, but it was the technical/
mechanical failures that doomed 
helo/boat lift operations. 
 
20 years later SBU’s began looking at the concept again, with SBU-
26 taking the lead. Again the single point lift concept caused spin-
ning. No boats were dropped. The problem was solved by using a 
two point lift. Today the modern SWCC has overcome the technical 
and mechanical problems and perfected the mission concept and it 
is in use today. 

In Vietnam a CH-47 helo 
hovers over a LSSC. The 
MST-2 crew hooks it up 
to the lifting points. then 

crawls up the Jacobs 
Ladder into the helo with 

the SEALs already in-
side.  

In Vietnam a CH-47 helo 
Lifts a LSSC to a new op 
area. This was a experi-

mental tactic designed to 
strike the VC with surprise 
by being in an area the VC 
did not expect SEALs and 

Boats.  

SBU-26 PBL helo lift in Panama 
using two pint lift, method which 

solved the spinning problem. 

An SBT-22 SOCR(CCM) pre-
pares a helo lift from a CH-47. 

The Mission concept conceived 
in Vietnam by NSWs MST-2T4:   
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CCCA Mug Machine 
 

By Phil G. Garn 
And 

Mike Sigsworth 
 
Over the years many members have wanted coffee mugs with their unit logo; however for the prices to be 
reasonable we would have had to do a minimum run of 50 to 100, which was not that reasonable or realis-
tic. Joe Zemlin and Mike Sigsworth also have had some experience with other beverage containers from 
shot glasses to beer mugs to water bottles and even wine glasses for the 50th; the issue was always vol-
ume and cost. Then Mike came across the Sublimation Heat Press, which can print on cylindrical objects 
from a 1.5 ounce shot glass to a water bottle not to mention mugs. Additionally, he believed he would be 
able to do very small orders economically. After doing some research, Mike presented several options to 
the CCCA board and we voted unanimously to purchase the machine. Mike was able to make some cus-
tom (individual designs) as test samples, which he displayed at the September meeting. These looked very 
professional, not like a messy decal. We are  confident that he will be able to do individual mugs. However, 
we need good electronic pictures for the artwork. If you want the 1968 MST from Danang versus the 1969 
one on the barge, you have to specify what you want. Additionally, if you provide us a logo we want to keep 
this on file for future projects. Below you will see some of Mike’s handiwork. Once he has the process down 
we may rent the machine out to other organizations for limited runs. 

 

 

 

 

Custom CCCA \ Unit ceramic Mug 11oz

 

$15.00 ea.  
Plus $6.00 S&H 

Personalization  20 characters maximum 
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Cards are 11.99 each or  
2 for 19.64  

(The year it all began) 

CCCA Veterans  
Appreciation T-Shirts:  
$15.00 



 
CCCA Jolly Roger  
Bandana 21"X 21" 

100% Cotton 
Black , Navy, Olive, 

Brown,Tan 
8.99 ea Plus S&H 
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Premium Mesh Hats $35 each 
Available in Royal Blue,  

Tan (Vegas), Black, Navy Blue, 
Dark Green 

CCCA Jolly Roger 
Antenna Flag 10” x 6”  
Double Sided 
With Antenna Mounting 
Kit 
 
Made in the U.S.A. 
 
$25.00 each 



Special Thanks  
To Our  

Sponsors 
 

(click on the logo to visit their site) 

Oceanview Marine Services, LLC 
2330 Shelter Island Dr. 
San Diego, Ca. 92106 
619-523-4378 

Www.tomlyonsguitars.com 
619-471-5007 
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http://www.lakesidecopy.com/
http://www.veteranmuseum.org/
https://sdmaritime.org/
pabstblueribbon.com
http://www.usmi.co/
http://viejasbandofkumeyaay.org/
http://www.jamulindianvillage.com/
http://www.oceanviewmarine.com/Home_Page.html
tel:619-523-4378
http://www.tomlyonsguitars.com/
tel:619-471-5007
http://www.navysealfoundation.org/
http://www.bnsbrewing.com/
http://sealfamilyfoundation.org/
http://www.gore-tex.com/
http://vigor.net/
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CCCA Mission Statement: 
 

The Mission of the Combatant Craft Crewman Association (CCCA) is to “Preserve the History and Honor 
the spirit of “Brotherhood” for all those who have supported the Naval Special Warfare Combatant-Craft 
Crewman, SEALs, and their missions.  
 
 

CCCA Vision: 
 

 
The Vision of the CCCA is to be a world-class charitable organization dedicated to preserving the Naval 
Special Warfare Combatant-Craft Crewman history by honoring each generation’s contributions with integri-
ty and compassion through our charitable and educational awareness endeavors. 
 
 
 

 
CCCA Brief Description: 

 
 

The Combatant Craft Crewman Association is an award-winning non-profit. Established in 2013 by our 
Founders to bring over five-generations of Naval Special Warfare Warriors and their families together since 
1964.  We provide Direct and Referral services through our Casualty Assistance Program and its many vol-
unteers. Providing Wellness Planning, Educational Assistance, Counseling, Living Assistance, Funerals & 
Honors, Hospital Visitations, Holiday Cheer Campaign, Community Blood Drives, and Care Packages).  Our 
Casualty Assistance Program connects our collaborative partners and our Community via San Diego 211, 
Courage-to-Call, Veterans Community Connections, San Diego Veterans Coalition, and the Unite Us plat-
form.  We are an educational and historical resource for the Community to ensure accuracy and continuity 
for generations to come.  Our leadership takes no salary and our organization is the proud recipient of the 
Guide Star 2018 "Silver", Seal of Transparency Award. 
 
 



In our next issue we will have a “Mailbag” section.   
We welcome your comments, please send them to reg5@combatantcraftcrewman.org 


